
BACKGROUND 
The Longitudinal Tract Database (LTDB) allows one to normalize census tract data from previous years 
(1970-2000) to 2010 census tract boundaries. The LTDB includes both a selection of short- (Full Count) 
and long-form (Sample Count) items from 1970-2000, as well as a utility which allows you to input any 
census-tract based item and normalize the boundaries to 2010 boundaries.  The LTDB was developed by 
a team including John Logan (Brown University), Zengwang Xu (University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee) and 
Brian Stults (Florida State University), and can be obtained from the Spatial Structures in the Social 
Sciences (S4) group at Brown University. 
 
DATA SOURCES 
This directory contains resources obtained from S4 group at Brown University.  In addition to the locally 
installed version of the data, all of the LTDB files can be obtained directly from Brown University 
(http://www.s4.brown.edu/us2010/Researcher/LTDB.htm).  The following directories are included: 
 

 Codebook: This directory contains the documentation for the variables included with the LCDB. 

 Crosswalk Files: This directory contains Excel and Stata versions of the crosswalk files from each 
census (1970-2000) to the 2010 census. 

 LTDB_Original_All: This directory contains Excel and Stata versions of the original census data for 
both the Short and Long Forms (SF1, or Full Count, and SF3, or Sample Count).   

 LTDB_Standard_All: This directory contains Excel and Stata versions of the “standard” 
(normalized) census data for both the Short and Long Forms (SF1 and SF3).  These data show the 
various census variables for 1970-2000 normalized to the 2010 tract boundaries.  GIS files with 
these data linked to the 2010 tracts can be found on this machine in the following location: 
C:\GIS_Data\Normalized_Census_Tracts_1970_2010   

 Stata_Code: This directory contains a Stata DO file that allows users to normalize other 
variables, census or otherwise, from 1970-2000 to 2010.  This script will allow for the 
normalization of both count and rate/mean/median variables.  

 Tutorial: This directory contains a brief tutorial from the Interuniversity Consortium for Political 
and Social Research (ICPSR) describing how to normalize data from the LTDB.  In addition , a text 
file is included that provides links to a few LTDB resources.    

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For more information on the LTDB, please see: 

 http://www.s4.brown.edu/us2010/Researcher/Bridging.htm 

 http://www.s4.brown.edu/us2010/Researcher/LTDB.htm 
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QUESTIONS? 
If you have questions about any of these datasets or are interested in extending the functionality of the 
Longitudinal Tract Database, please contact Amanda Henley (amanda.henley@unc.edu) or Philip 
McDaniel (philip_mcdaniel@unc.edu).  
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